Patterns of brain activation in patients with mild Alzheimer's disease during performance of subtraction: an fMRI study.
We performed a functional MRI (fMRI) study to compare the difference of activation between healthy aged people and patients with mild Alzheimer's disease (AD) during performance of subtraction. Nine patients with mild AD and nine healthy aged volunteers were recruited in this study. The analysis of fMRI data revealed that brain activation is decreased in several regions in AD patients in comparison with healthy participants. But in the right inferior prefrontal lobe, activation is greater in patients than in the controls. We believe that our findings will help the understanding mechanism of neuronal activity in AD.